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crossed the Mississippi River, and Saint.
Louis began to increase in population.

From the start it was a center of trade
and supplies, and as the country to the west
and south continued to be settled, the town
increased in importance. A large numher of
Germans early settled in the city, and their
influence on its business and institutions has
always been strong. During the Civil War
Saint Louis contained Union and Confeder-
ate sympathizers, though the former were in
the majority. After the close of that con-
flict the city continued to grow and prosper.
Its business interests have always been con-
ducted on a solid financial basis and after
the most conservative methods. In 1904 it
was the site of the Louisiana Purchase Ex-
position, the largest world's fair that had
been held up to that time. An elaborate
historic pageant, held in Forest Park in 1914,
attracted thousands of visitors.

SAINT MARK'S, CATHEDRAL OF, a cele-
brated church in Venice and one of the
world's most beautiful structures, faces the
east side of the Square of Saint Mark's, or
the Piazza. It is so named from the patron
saint of the city, Mark, the apostle.

The first church on the site of the cathedral
was begun in 830. This was destroyed and
was rebuilt in 976. The second church was
also destroyed, by fire, and in the eleventh and
twelfth centuries it was reconstructed in By-
zantine style. The additions made in the
fifteenth century were Gothic. Until 1807
Saint Mark's ranked only as a church and
was the chapel of the rulers of Venice, but
since that date it has been the cathedral of the
eity.

The cathedral, which is about 250 feet in
extent from east to west, and 170 feet from
"north to south, contains over 500 columns,
each in richly ornamented Oriental style. In
its present form it is a Greek cross, sur-
mounted by a dome at the end of eaci arm
and one in the center. The west front has
five large porches, each so deep that the roof
over them forms a spacious balcony. In
front of the church are three bronze sockets,
in which were formerly placed the flagstaffs
which supported the banners of Venice.

The cathedral itself is a curious structure,
combining several different styles of archi-
tecture. Tlie roof is covered with small
cupolas, like those of mosques, and the build-
ing contains a number of rows of arches, one
above the other. The interior is finished al-

most entirely in mosaic, set in a golden
groundwork. Over the central door is a
mosaic of Christ, Mary and Saint Mark. In
the three domes of the nave are representa-
tions of David, Solomon and the prophets;
the ascension; the descent of the Holy Ghost,
and the Holy Trinity. On the chancel screen
are fourteen marble statues of Saint Mark,
Mary and the twelve apostles. Another mo-
saic represents the genealogy of Mary. The
church also contains many bronzes and other
objects of interest, dating from the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries. See VENICE.
SAINT MARY'S RIVER, a river con-
necting Lake Superior with Lake Huron. It
is about forty miles long, and forms the
boundary between Ontario and the northern
peninsula of Michigan. Its course is south-
east. The famous Sault Ste. Marie Rapids
form the beginning of the river, which is
about a mile wide as it leaves Lake Superior.
Ship canals on the Canadian and American
sides enable boats to pass around the rapids.
At the upper end of the rapids the river is
spanned by a bridge of the Canadian Pacific
Railway. The river is broad, and contains
many large islands. Its shallow places have
been dredged for lake vessels, and it is one of
the most important waterways of the world.
See SAULT STE. MARIE CANAL.
SAINT MAURICE, mawr'is, a river of the
province of Quebec, rising in a chain of lakes
and flowing southeasterly into the Saint Law-
rence, at Three Rivers. It is about 350 miles
long and its chief tributaries are the Rib-
bon and the Vermilion, from the west, and
the Bastonnois and the Croehe, from the east.
Numerous cascades and a fall of 160 feet
about twenty-two miles above its mouth add
to the picturesqueness of its course.
SAINT-NAZAIRE, saN'na-zair', FEANCE,
one of the great seaports of the country,
capital of an arrondissement (province) in
the Loire region, at the mouth of the Loire
River, forty miles west of Nantes. The fine
harbor was enlarged during the World War,
and became an important port for landing
and embarkation of troops of the American
expeditionary forces in that struggle. Its
foreign trade is worth about $8,000,000 a
year; the chief shipments are woolen goods,
wine, silk and fruit, brought by rail and
river from the interior, and the products of
iron foundries, flour and lumber mills of the
city. Population, 40,000.
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